TOWARD THE CLASSIFICATION OF SHABQ (MIKEYIR) 

4. Numeral system 

The Shabo numeration system is like the typical system of many 
Nilo-Saharan langauges. It is based on five, ten, and twenty, the 
system and the morphemes deriving from counting on fingers, hands, 
and toes. THIS similarity between Shabo and Nilo-Saharan is not con- 
clusive, how^V§^/ since some Omotic languages also share this system. 

Tht 5habo iiumeral morphemes show some borrowing from its dom- 
inant neighbor MAJ^ng, but the system itself shows some differences 
from Majang, 

Shabo Majang 



1. 


ir)ki 


omoi) 


2. 


bap 


pee 


3. 


jiita 


jiit 


4. 


anan 


ai>an 


5. 


tuul 


tuul 


6. 


tulu(i)/m) 


tuulaom 


7. 


tulikakii>ki 


tuulapee 


8. 


tuna jiita 


tuulajiit 


9. 


tulaai)an 


tuulai>an 


10. 


bapif 


aarn 


11. 


mabafifii)ki 


aarnomoi> 


20. 


ir)k upa kor 


rumir idit 



The Shabo forms for "^six, seven, eight" are suspicious. "Six" 
looks very similar to Majang. "Seven" is very likely a mistake: it 
looks like the expected Shabo form for "six". The Shabo word for 
"seven" based on this pattern would be tulabap . The [n] in "eight" 
is interesting, since the segment [1] is expected. This may be re- 
lated to the variation of [1] and [n] in the word "dog", which was 
pronounced both as [kaan] and [kaal] . Shabo ii>ki is strikingly sim- 
ilar to the Lowland East Cushitic Afar tneki and Saho inik . 

Some of the numerals can be broken down into identifiable 
morphemes. "Ten" is bapif , made from U^c "two" and ifu "hand", 
"Twenty" is ii^ uca kor . composed of i^K "one", UES "person", and 
some other morpheme KqJl* We were told it means "one complete person". 
The Majang phrase for "twenty" rximir idit also means something like 
"one person completed", as does "twenty" in Me*en (Ricci 1972: 171). 
The Shabo phrase for "twenty" is very similar to the Mursi phrase 
for "twenty" hir kon (Turton and Bender 1976: 542). Since hix means 
"man", kon must mean something like "complete" or "whole". The Jiat 
of Mursi is phonetically similar to Shabo ItQii. 
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